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Abstract

Islamic education plays a strategic role in shaping a Article History
generation that is religious, moderate, and adaptable to the
changing times. This study employs a literature review
method by examining various sources of literature, Received: 11 March 2026
including books, journal articles, conference proceedings,
and relevant policy documents. Data were collected through
a systematic search of academic databases, focusing on
publications from the past 10-15 years. Data analysis was
conducted using thematic analysis, grouping the literature
into key themes: challenges of Islamic education in the
digital age, curriculum strategies, teaching methods, and
the role of the younger generation in strengthening religious
moderation. The research findings indicate that Islamic
education faces challenges such as the spread of extremist
ideologies through digital media, low digital literacy, and
uneven curriculum implementation. The analysis highlights
the need for more systematic policies, capacity building for
educators, and further empirical research to measure the
effectiveness of the proposed strategies.
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A. INTRODUCTION

Islamic education serves as one of the essential cornerstones that
underpin the advancement of the civilization of the ummah, functioning not
merely as a vehicle for the transmission of religious knowledge and practices,
but also as a critical instrument for the holistic development of character,
moral integrity, and spiritual growth among successive generations (Kudis,
2023). Within the intricate landscape of contemporary society, Islamic
education encounters a multitude of complex and multifaceted challenges that
arise from various sources, including but not limited to the powerful currents

125


https://journal.multidisciplinaryeducation.com/jme

of globalization, the rapid advancement of digital technologies, and the
increasingly dynamic and diverse socio-cultural transformations that

characterize our times (Herawati, 2025). This array of challenges
necessitates a profound reorientation of Islamic educational paradigms to
ensure their continued relevance and adaptability in modern contexts, all while
steadfastly preserving the core essence of the values that stem from the
sacred texts of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Consequently, the investigation
into the realm of Islamic education is of paramount importance, not solely for
the purpose of comprehending its scientific underpinnings, but also for
delineating the trajectory of its evolution within the expansive and intricate
framework of global educational standards and practices.

In the contemporary landscape of global education, one can observe a
distinctive characterization marked by the integration of scientific inquiry,
essential skills pertinent to the 21st century, and a pronounced orientation
towards achieving sustainable development goals (Yunita, 2025). Within this
expansive framework, Islamic education is called upon to engage in a
meaningful dialogue with the ongoing advancements in science and
technology, whilst simultaneously reaffirming its vital role as an educational
system that is fundamentally oriented towards the holistic formation and
development of human beings. However, the prevailing circumstances reveal
that Islamic education is frequently perceived as being confined to mere
ritualistic and cognitive dimensions, while the more practical aspects—such
as the reinforcement of digital literacy, the promotion of religious moderation,
and the cultivation of essential 21st-century skills—are still inadequately
integrated into the broader educational framework (Nasir, 2025). This
situation raises significant inquiries regarding the extent to which Islamic
education can effectively accommodate the pressing demands of
contemporary society without compromising its intrinsic Islamic identity.

Conversely, the discourse surrounding Islamic education within the
academic milieu continues to grapple with issues of fragmentation and
disunity. Numerous scholarly investigations have concentrated predominantly
on normative and theological dimensions, yet they often lack a comprehensive
synthesis that elucidates their relevance to the prevailing paradigms of
modern education. Furthermore, empirical studies have yet to establish robust
connections between the theoretical foundations of Islamic education and the
practices observed in global educational contexts. It is precisely this identified
gap that underscores the urgent need for a thorough and rigorous literature
review, which will not only dissect the classical discourses concerning Islamic
education but also illuminate the pathways for its evolution in the face of
contemporary challenges, such as digitization, inclusivity, moderation, and the
critical importance of character building in future generations.

Moreover, it is imperative to underscore the significant potential that
Islamic education possesses as a reservoir of universal values, which can
substantially enrich the broader discourse on education worldwide. The
profound concepts of justice, balance, and social responsibility that are deeply
embedded within the Islamic educational tradition possess an undeniable
relevance to the overarching objectives of global education, which aim to
cultivate individuals who are ethical, adaptable, and bear a sense of
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responsibility towards humanity and the environment (Ningsih, 2024).
Nevertheless, in the absence of a systematic and comprehensive literature
review, these invaluable contributions from Islamic education are frequently
overlooked, or even marginalized, in contemporary educational discussions.
Consequently, this research endeavor holds considerable significance as it
strives to provide a more lucid and cohesive conceptual foundation regarding
the role and prospective direction of Islamic education in the modern era,
thereby enhancing its visibility and relevance in current academic and
practical frameworks.

In light of this background, the primary aim of this study is to undertake a
meticulous and comprehensive literature review focused on Islamic
education, particularly emphasizing its relevance within the context of global
educational frameworks, the multifarious challenges it faces, and the potential
trajectories for its future development. The overarching objective of this
research endeavor is to present a cohesive conceptual synthesis that can
serve as a foundational basis for the advancement of both theoretical
understanding and practical application in the realm of Islamic education.

. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This scholarly investigation employs a library research methodology,
which involves a meticulous examination of a diverse array of pertinent
literature concerning Islamic education situated within a modern context. The
decision to conduct a literature review was predicated upon the understanding
that the study’s objectives did not encompass the collection of empirical data
from real-world environments; rather, it sought to engage in a comprehensive
analysis, synthesis, and formulation of novel insights derived from the
multitude of existing academic sources that have been previously published
and made available to the scholarly community.

The literary sources utilized in this research encompass a wide variety of
prestigious reference texts, esteemed journal articles, proceedings from
academic conferences, comprehensive research reports, as well as official
education policy documents that have been disseminated at both the national
and international levels. The selection of literature is executed with a
purposive strategy, meaning that it is intentionally based on the degree of
relevance to the overarching theme of Islamic education, the evolution of
global educational paradigms, and pressing contemporary issues that include
but are not limited to digitization, religious moderation, and the formation of
character within educational frameworks.

The process of data collection unfolds through a series of meticulously
structured stages. Initially, the identification of potential literature sources is
conducted through the utilization of academic databases such as Google
Scholar, Scopus, and the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), in
conjunction with the digital libraries of various higher education institutions.
Subsequently, the selection of literature is guided by specific inclusion criteria,
which stipulate that the publications must fall within a time frame of the last
ten to fifteen years, possess direct relevance to the central research theme,
and be published by recognized and reputable institutions or publishing
houses. Following this, a rigorous content analysis process is undertaken,
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which involves elaborating upon the core concepts, methodological
approaches, and key findings derived from each piece of literature examined.

The technique employed for data analysis is thematic analysis, which
entails the systematic grouping of the literature into distinct thematic
categories, such as the various paradigms of Islamic education, the
contemporary challenges faced within this educational sphere, the integration
of technology in pedagogical practices, and the relevance of Islamic education
on a global scale. Each of these themes is subjected to a critical analysis
aimed at identifying prevailing patterns, highlighting divergences, and
uncovering research gaps that remain unaddressed within the current body of
literature. The outcomes of this analytical process are subsequently
synthesized into a coherent conceptual narrative that endeavors to present a
comprehensive overview of the trajectory and contributions of Islamic
education in the context of the modern era.

In conclusion, this research methodology underscores a literature-based
gualitative approach, which is meticulously designed to yield conceptual
mappings and facilitate critical reflections pertaining to the discourse
surrounding Islamic education. The validity of the research findings is ensured
through a rigorous selection process of the literature, the employment of
reputable and credible sources, as well as a systematic and thorough process
of analysis. Ultimately, the anticipated outcome of this scholarly endeavor is
to provide a significant theoretical contribution to the ongoing development of
Islamic education, while concurrently serving as a valuable reference point for
subsequent research initiatives in this vital area of study.

C. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Challenges and Opportunities in Strengthening Religious Moderation in
the Digital Age

Comprehensive examinations of existing literature indicate that the advent
of the digital age introduces various challenges that include, but are not limited
to, the proliferation of extreme ideological perspectives facilitated by the vast
expanse of the internet, as well as a concerningly low level of digital literacy
among the student population. Nevertheless, conversely, one must also
recognize that this modern technological landscape offers significant
opportunities, particularly through the effective utilization of innovative tools
such as online learning platforms, the engagement strategies inherent in
social media, and the diverse array of technology-enhanced educational
content, all of which can be harnessed to effectively communicate the
principles of moderation in a manner that is compelling and engaging (Afida,
2025). Therefore, it is imperative to navigate these dual facets of the digital
realm thoughtfully, as they represent both potential hazards and remarkable
possibilities for educational advancement and ideological balance in an
increasingly interconnected world.

Curriculum Strategies and Teaching Methodologies for Islamic
Education

A significant body of academic literature underscores the critical necessity

of incorporating the principles of religious moderation into the curriculum of
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Islamic Religious Education (PAIl), which is essential for fostering a more
harmonious society. This particular pedagogical approach not only seeks to
enhance tolerance and understanding among diverse groups but also actively
promotes constructive interfaith dialogue while simultaneously working to
prevent the spread of hate speech, including misinformation and radical
ideologies; this is especially pertinent for students engaged in PAI at both
boarding institutions and public educational establishments (Suprapto, 2020).
Moreover, research highlights that employing reflective learning
methodologies has proven to be an effective strategy for stimulating students'
capacities for critical thinking, enabling them to thoroughly evaluate their own
beliefs, while also fostering a deeper sense of empathy and cultivating
moderate attitudes among them. The implementation of moderation-oriented
PAI instructional techniques, which may include contextual approaches,
collaborative group discussions, project-based learning initiatives, and the
strategic use of technology, is instrumental in shaping students who are not
only well-informed but also capable of making meaningful contributions to the
promotion of community harmony and social cohesion (Wardati, 2023).

The Role of Students and Youth as Agents of Moderation

Students who are engaged in the study of Islamic Religious Education,
often referred to as PAIl, occupy a significant and pivotal role in the
dissemination and promotion of religious moderation, particularly through the
innovative and creative use of various social media platforms, which can
include the production of engaging educational articles or informative videos
that are rich in content and substance (Badriyah, 2024). Concurrently, the
body of literature addressing the education of religious moderation aimed at
adolescents indicates that the values associated with moderation are instilled
in a systematic manner, originating from the family unit and the broader
environmental context, especially in light of the observable decline in
moderation values among the youth of today’s generation (Haryanto, 2024).

The findings from numerous studies have confirmed that digital technology
serves as a double-edged sword: on one hand, it possesses the potential to
expedite the proliferation of extremist narratives, while on the other hand, it
significantly enhances access to educational resources that promote
moderate viewpoints. In light of this dichotomy, it is imperative that the
integration of Islamic Religious Education curricula, which effectively utilize
digital platforms, alongside comprehensive digital media literacy training for
both educators and students, be prioritized, to ensure that Islamic educational
content effectively reaches and resonates with the millennial and Generation
Z demographics. Furthermore, the incorporation of reflective methodologies,
project-based learning initiatives, engaging discussions, as well as
contextualized approaches, allows students to internalize the principles and
values of moderation on a much deeper level. This educational framework
provides an invaluable opportunity for students to develop a critically
moderate, adaptive, and contextually relevant understanding of their religious
beliefs in relation to the current social dynamics surrounding them. Moreover,
equipping students to become proactive agents of change through the
creation and dissemination of creative content on social media platforms
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extends the influence of moderation values, thereby reaching a broader
community audience and fostering a culture of inclusivity (Putri, 2025). At the
adolescent stage of development, the significance of moderate education
imparted within both the family structure and academic institutions serves as
a foundational support system that is crucial for cultivating a tolerant and
inclusive character in young individuals.

However, the existing research also reveals a notable gap in the literature,
indicating that despite the presence of various approaches and models to
address this topic, there remains a lack of comprehensive studies regarding
the implementation of a standardized PAI curriculum that thoroughly
incorporates elements of digital literacy and the principles of moderation.
Additionally, empirical research focused on assessing the effectiveness of
such pedagogical methods in practice, particularly concerning the
measurement of shifts in student attitudes towards moderation, is still
relatively scarce and requires further reinforcement to enhance its validity and
reliability.

From the comprehensive results of the literature review conducted, it
becomes increasingly evident that Islamic education currently finds itself at a
crucial intersection, balancing the need to preserve the authenticity of
religious values while simultaneously addressing the demands of
contextualization in our rapidly evolving digital age. The advent of technology
should not merely be perceived as a supplementary tool, but rather as a
transformative force that has effectively redefined the educational ecosystem,
influencing learning modalities, social interactions, and the manner in which
students comprehend and engage with religious tenets. Should Islamic
education fail to adequately respond to these emerging conditions, there
exists a significant risk of creating a disconnect between the teachings of
moderate Islam and the ways in which younger generations access, interpret,
and internalize knowledge. Conversely, if the process of digitization is
managed with foresight and intention, it possesses the potential to serve as a
powerful catalyst in broadening the dissemination of peaceful, tolerant, and
inclusive proclamations of Islamic education.

Further analyses also reveal the presence of a duality within Islamic
educational practices. On one hand, there are integrative efforts within the
PAI curriculum that are beginning to embrace and incorporate the values of
tolerance and necessary skills pertinent to the 21st century. However, on the
other hand, the actual implementation of these initiatives remains inconsistent
and often hinges upon the individual initiative and creativity of educational
institutions or the personal drive of educators. This scenario underscores the
pressing need for the establishment of more systematic policies, addressing
both regulatory frameworks and capacity building for educators, thereby
ensuring that Islamic education can progress in alignment with the
overarching vision of both national and global educational standards.

Furthermore, the empowerment of students and the youth as proactive
agents promoting religious moderation illustrates that the internalization of
moderate Islamic values tends to be more efficacious when it incorporates the
enthusiastic and active engagement of the younger generation in various
capacities. Nevertheless, the comprehensive literature review conducted in
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this domain also underscores a significant deficiency in empirical research
that quantifies the tangible impact of these strategies on the targeted
demographic. This indicates that, although this approach holds considerable
promise at a conceptual level, the actual effectiveness of such initiatives in
transforming students' mindsets and behaviors remains to be substantiated
through further rigorous and in-depth field research that can provide concrete
evidence.

Consequently, this analysis strongly endorses the notion that Islamic
education must evolve in a more progressive trajectory, which entails the
integration of digital literacy, innovative critical learning methodologies, and
the systematic empowerment of the younger generation in meaningful ways.
It is imperative for Islamic education to not only preserve its core identity and
values but also to adapt and contribute actively as a viable solution to pressing
global challenges that include but are not limited to intolerance, radicalism,
and moral degradation that permeate various societies today.

D. CONCLUSION

Islamic education occupies a pivotal and strategically significant role in the
complex process of nurturing a generation that embodies religious values,
exhibits moderation, and demonstrates adaptability to the ever-evolving
dynamics of contemporary society. The findings indicate that the advent of
the digital era introduces formidable challenges characterized by the potential
proliferation of extremist ideologies, a concerning deficiency in digital literacy
among the populace, and the inherent limitations present within educational
curricula that struggle to adequately respond to the rapidly changing global
landscape. Nevertheless, this digital transformation also unveils remarkable
opportunities that can be harnessed through the employment of digital
technologies as vehicles for educational advancement, the promotion of
tolerance, and the fortification of moderate character traits among students.
The formulation and enhancement of the Islamic Religious Education (PAI)
curriculum, which is thoughtfully integrated with the principles of religious
moderation, essential 21st-century skills, and a robust foundation in digital
literacy, represents a crucial and indispensable step towards effectively
addressing the pressing needs of our time. Furthermore, the implementation
of reflective learning methodologies, alongside critical discussion and
contextual approaches, has been empirically demonstrated to significantly
enhance students’ capacity to comprehend and engage with Islamic teachings
in a manner that is not only more inclusive but also deeply relevant to the
social realities they encounter. It is imperative that Islamic education evolves
towards a more progressive transformation, one that steadfastly preserves
authentic Islamic values while simultaneously adapting to the rapid
advancements in digital technology and the multifaceted demands of a
globalized world. Consequently, Islamic education possesses the potential to
serve as a foundational pillar for the reinforcement of religious moderation,
the holistic development of character, and a substantive contribution towards
the establishment of a peaceful, inclusive, and civilized society that values
coexistence and harmony among its diverse members. In this context, the role
of educators, institutions, and communities becomes paramount, as they must
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collaborate to foster an environment that nurtures these ideals and prepares
students to navigate the complexities of modern existence with wisdom and
integrity. Ultimately, the future trajectory of Islamic education will be
determined by its ability to embrace innovation while remaining anchored in
its core principles, thereby ensuring that it continues to serve as a beacon of
hope and guidance in an increasingly uncertain world.
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